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Digital Research and Communication Skills Activity 1

Artificial Intelligence
Intelligence is the ability to learn and to deal with new situations. When 
a computer or a robot solves a problem or uses language, it may seem 
to be intelligent. However, this type of intelligence is different from 
human intelligence. It is called artificial intelligence, or AI.

What Is Intelligence?
For more than 50 years scientists have been trying to make a machine with artificial intelligence that 
is close to human intelligence. So far they have not been successful. One reason is that intelligence 
involves so many ways of making decisions and doing tasks. Scientists have figured out how to make 
computers do some of these things but not others.

Part of Al is trying to figure out what human intelligence is. Then scientists can try to copy it. The final 
goal of AI is to create computers that can “think” as humans do.

Computer ‘’Intelligence’’
Artificial intelligence comes from sets of instructions that people write. These instructions are called 
programs. Computers use programs to analyze, or study, large amounts of information quickly. Then 
they pick answers or actions from among many choices. Computer programs can be used for playing 
games, making medical decisions, translating languages, and even designing computers.

But analyzing information is not the same as understanding a problem as humans do. Computers can 
only use logic, or the relationships among facts, to figure out problems. Humans use many skills besides 
logic when making decisions. They use such things as imagination, awareness, emotion, and values. No 
one knows yet whether these abilities can be programmed into a computer.

History
The study of AI began with a paper written in 1950 by a British mathematician named Alan Turing. 
Turing made up a test to decide if a computer is intelligent. A human judge asks questions using a 
computer. The questions go to a person hidden from view and to a computer at the same time. The 
person and the computer both answer the questions. The judge then tries to tell which answers came 
from the computer and which came from the person. If the judge cannot tell them apart, the computer 
is intelligent. So far, no computer has come close to passing the test. This test is now known as the 
Turing test.

Cite
While every effort has been made to follow citation style rules, there may be some discrepancies. 
Please refer to the appropriate style manual or other sources if you have any questions.

“artificial intelligence.” Britannica School, Encyclopædia Britannica, 22 Mar. 2025. school.eb.com/levels/
elementary/anicle/artificial-inte11igence/390648?printWi thImages=false. Accessed 7 Jul. 2025.

Collection of Reliable and Unreliable Sources

©
 C

al
i6

ro
, ©

 a
cc

og
lie

nt
e/

st
oc

k.
ad

ob
e.

co
m

, p
ho

to
 il

lu
st

ra
tio

n 
En

cy
cl

op
æ

di
a 

Br
ita

nn
ic

a,
 In

c.



© Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. All rights reserved.
© banphote, © fenskey, ©InfiniteFlow, © Aliaksandr Marko, © New Africa, © Andrii Nekrasov, © Lee/stock.adobe.com

Education Talks         Think       Analyze       Talk       Learn

The Future is Here 
Flying cars, robots, and 
artificial intelligence. 
What’s next? 

Health Secrets
Learn about small 
changes you can 
make that make a big 
difference.

The Mind of a 
Professional Athlete 
Olympian minds and 
world records. How do 
athletes succeed?

The Impact of  
Social Media
Research suggests that 
social media rewired 
our brain. What are the 
long-term effects?

What interests you?

Search

We Speak About 
What Matters

Science Social Studies The Arts Health Language and Literature Technology
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Thread: What are healthy habits? 
RefreshSearch

Select:      All     None Message Actions Expand All Collapse All

Olivia
RE: What are healthy habits? 
I think sleeping eight to 10 hours a night is very important. 

2 days ago

Brian
RE: What are healthy habits? 
Sleep, exercise, organic food, and LOTS of protein.

2 days ago

Manuel 
RE: What are healthy habits? 
I agree with Brian. I also think having good friendships and relationships  is healthy. 

1 day ago

Nasha
RE: What are healthy habits? 
I think drinking water, exercising more than three times a week, and eating clean are 
important healthy habits. 

1 day ago
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Nike Ad

Jump. Run. Play.
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The Science Kids!

Palomar Observatory 
Has a Secret and It’s 
Out of This World!
read news article

Owl in a Day’s Work. 
It’s Not Always the 
Night Shift!
read news article

The New Face in 
Robotics

read news article

What’s the Difference 
Between Lava and 
Magma?
read news article

What We Can Learn 
from Alpha Predators 
at Play
read news article

Bacteria: An Exciting 
New Discovery 

read news article

SCIENCE SCIENCE SCIENCE

SCIENCE SCIENCE SCIENCE
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