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Freedom of Speech

Introduction to Civics Activity 1

Name: Date:

Paragraph 1 (Introduction):
a. Hook:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Thesis Statement: ______________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Overview: _______________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraphs 2-4 (Body):
a. Topic Sentence 1:  ______________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Topic Sentence 2: ______________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Topic Sentence 3:  ______________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 5 (Conclusion—wrapping up your main ideas):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions: Choose a newspaper headline as a prompt for writing a five-paragraph opinion article as 
a team. Then complete the outline below as you brainstorm ideas for your article. 
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