Analyzing Primary Sources

[ Name: Date: J

Indian Land for Sale (1911)

Instructions: Analyze the poster. Then answer the questions that follow.
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[ Name: Date:

1. Who created this advertisement, what year was it published, and who is its intended audience?

2. What is being offered for sale in this advertisement?

3. What does the poster promise to people who buy this land?

4. What feelings or ideas might the poster be trying to create for its audience?

5. Why do you think the government used the image of an American Indian person on a poster
advertising “Indian Land for Sale”?

6. What does this poster suggest about who had power over land in 19117
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Indian Land For Sale (1911) Answer Key

1. Who created this advertisement, what year was it published, and who is its intended audience?
This advertisement was created in 1911 by U.S. Department of Interior and the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs. Its intended audience is non-American Indian people in the United States.

2. What is being offered for sale in this advertisement?
This advertisement is offering “Indian Land” for sale that belonged to American Indians.

3. What does the poster promise to people who buy this land?
In the poster, the government promises a perfect title of their land, easy payments, and possession
within 30 days to own “fine lands in the west.”

4. Analyze the words and phrases in the poster. What feelings or ideas might the poster be trying
to create for its audience?
The poster tries to create feelings of opportunity, excitement, and security. The wording makes the
sale seem fair and simple. By listing the number of acres available in many states, it shows the vast
amount of land that is available to be taken across the country.

5. Why do you think the government used the image of an American Indian person on a poster?
The image of an American Indian person on the poster might have been used to draw attention to
it. It might be used to support racist beliefs about American Indian people not being civilized or not
worthy of keeping and owning their land.

6. What does this poster suggest about who had power over land in 1911?
This poster suggests that the U.S. government held power over American Indian lands and had the
authority to take it and sell it to other Americans.
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