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Name: Date:

Infectious Disease
Instructions: Read the article and examine the image to answer the questions below. 

An infectious disease is an illness caused by an infectious agent, also known as a pathogen. Infectious 
agents include viruses, microorganisms such as bacteria and fungi, and even larger organisms such as 
parasitic worms that enter the body and can grow and multiply. Once an infectious agent enters or lands 
on the host’s body and begins growing or multiplying, the host may develop symptoms of a disease. 

People often use the words infectious and contagious as if they have the same meaning; however, they 
have different meanings, and knowing that difference is essential for understanding disease transmission. 
Some infectious agents are contagious, meaning they can keep spreading from one organism to another. 
For example, influenza (flu) is both infectious and contagious because once a person becomes infected 
with the virus, they can spread it to other people. Infectious diseases can also be non-contagious. That 
is, once an organism gets the infectious agent, it cannot spread it to other organisms. For example, deer 
ticks infected with Borrelia bacteria can spread the bacteria to people when they bite, which may cause 
Lyme disease. Evidence supports that a person with Lyme disease cannot spread it to another human 
through contact, making it a non-contagious infectious disease.
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Infectious agents can enter the body and cause illness.
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1.	 What does the prefix non mean in the terms non-contagious and non-living?

a.	 before

b.	 not

c.	 under

d.	 very

2.	 What word could replace the word transmission in the following sentence without changing the 
meaning of the sentence?  
People often use the words infectious and contagious as if they have the same meaning; 
however, they have different meanings, and knowing that difference is essential for 
understanding disease transmission. 

a.	 spread

b.	 control

c.	 treatment

d.	 symptoms

3.	 What claim is supported by evidence in paragraph one of the article? 

a.	 All diseases are caused by pathogens.

b.	 There are several categories of pathogens. 

c.	 Diseases can spread from person to person.

d.	 Viruses, bacteria, and fungi are microorganisms.

4.	 Which best summarizes the information in paragraph two of the article? 

a.	 Lyme disease is a non-contagious infectious disease.

b.	 Some infectious diseases are contagious; others are non-contagious.

c.	 Many diseases are caused by viruses, but some are caused by bacteria.

d.	 Contagious diseases can keep spreading from one organism to another.

5.	 How does the information in the chart support the article’s purpose?

a.	 By explaining how diseases spread

b.	 By contrasting different types of diseases

c.	 By providing examples of different types of pathogens

d.	 By showing the relationship between pathogens and disease

Reading Informational Text



© Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reading Informational Text

6.	 What is implied by the following sentence? 
An infectious disease is an illness caused by an infectious agent, also known as a pathogen. 

a.	 The word pathogen identifies one type of infectious agent.

b.	 The word pathogen refers to the effects of an infectious agent.

c.	 The terms pathogen and infectious agent can be used interchangeably.

d.	 The terms pathogen and infectious disease have slightly different meanings.

7.	 Based on information in paragraph one of the article, what is the relationship between a host and  
a pathogen?

a.	 A host is a category of pathogen.

b.	 A pathogen can cause disease in a host.

c.	 A host is non-living and a pathogen is living.

d.	 A host is a microorganism and a pathogen is a larger organism.
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1.	 b. not

2.	 a.  spread

3.	 b. There are several categories of pathogens. 

4.	 b.  Some infectious diseases are contagious; others are non-contagious.

5.	 c.   By providing examples of different types of pathogens

6.	 c.  The terms pathogen and infectious agent can be used interchangeably.

7.	 b.  A pathogen can cause disease in a host.
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