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Expedition: Learn! x Test Prep
Research shows that deliberate practice with high quality texts and assessments positively affects 
student performance, metacognition, and knowledge retention. Developing skills that support content 
mastery and assessment strategies ensures that students can confidently interpret questions, analyze 
possible responses, and demonstrate subject-area knowledge. 

By including a range of expert-written, technology-enhanced items with varying DOK levels, 
Expedition: Learn! replicates state exams and standardized tests, preparing students for varied testing 
experiences. Each assessment question allows students to practice a specific skill while applying their 
understanding of content-area concepts. The Skill and DOK level tags on each question, along with the 
Skills Reports, enable educators to implement differentiated support strategies. 

Using the Teaching Tips and Britannica resources featured in this guide, teachers can help students 
build stamina with reading informational texts, practice test-taking strategies, and boost confidence—
ultimately preparing students to excel.

Test Readiness
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The Industrial Age
This political cartoon, titled “The Protectors of Our Industries,” illustrates 
activists' opinions of the relationship between workers and business owners.

Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (LC-USZC4-3108 )

Analyze Media questions ask students to interpret information from media. Students demonstrate their 
ability to assess multimedia elements and integrate findings with content from text. With practice, 
students can evaluate how media helps them understand a topic.

Social Studies 
ELA

Teach Britannica 
Resources

Indian Land For Sale 
(1911)
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Analyze Media

Teaching Tip

Identify clues that lead 
students to the correct 
answer by connecting 
image details to elements 
of the choices, such as key 
vocabulary.

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-indian-land-for-sale.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-indian-land-for-sale.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/is-analyzing-political-cartoons-handout.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/is-analyzing-political-cartoons-handout.pdf


Teach Britannica Resources

Excerpt from President 
Andrew Jackson’s 
Second Annual 
Message (1830)

The Suppressed 
Speech by Wamsutta 
Frank James (1970)

Two Facts and One 
Opinion

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Author’s Perspective

Quote AnalysisQuote Analysis

SKILL BUILDERS BELL RINGER/EXIT TICKET

Author’s Perspective 
questions ask students to 
use text details to identify 
how an author presents 
their perspective or claim. 
Students demonstrate their 
ability to recognize how the 
presentation reflects the 
author's point of view or 
bias. With practice, 
students develop critical 
thinking skills and can 
analyze many types of text.

Teaching Tip

Remind students to 
consider why the author 
might have created the 
text, who their intended 
audience is, and how word 
choices support their point 
of view.

Social Studies 
ELA

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-andrew-jacksons-second-annual-message.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-andrew-jacksons-second-annual-message.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-andrew-jacksons-second-annual-message.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-andrew-jacksons-second-annual-message.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-the-suppressed-speech-by-wamsutta-frank-james1970.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-the-suppressed-speech-by-wamsutta-frank-james1970.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-the-suppressed-speech-by-wamsutta-frank-james1970.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/bell-ringer/two-facts-and-one-opinion/
https://teachbritannica.com/bell-ringer/two-facts-and-one-opinion/
https://teachbritannica.com/bell-ringer/quote-analysis/


The Sinking of a Warship
The New York Journal and Advertiser was one of many newspapers to print 
exaggerated articles about the USS Maine.

© Everett Collection Historical/Alamy

Cite Text Evidence questions ask students to cite information and details that relate 
to the central idea or support a conclusion drawn from the text. Students demonstrate 
their ability to identify and explain the relevance of key facts. With practice, students 
can leverage cited evidence to provide and support their own text analysis.

Teach Britannica 
Resources

The Gupta Empire

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Quote AnalysisAnnotating Text
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Teaching Tip

Encourage students 
to underline or 
highlight exact words 
that answer the 
question to keep their 
evidence focused.

Cite Text EvidenceSocial Studies 
ELA

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-the-gupta-empire.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/annotating-text/


Teach Britannica Resources

“I Have A Dream” 
Speech by Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (1963)

Multi-Event Critical 
Analysis

SWOT Analysis

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Make Inferences questions 
ask students to draw 
conclusions from text. 
Students demonstrate their 
ability to perceive an author's 
intention or deduce implied 
meaning. With practice, 
students develop processes of 
reasoning for analyzing many 
types of text.

Make Inferences

SKILL BUILDER INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

Teaching Tip

Encourage students 
to consider historical 
context to better 
understand how the 
text’s time, place, and 
circumstances shape 
its meaning and intent.

Quote Analysis
Assessment Item 
Analysis

Social Studies 
ELA

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-i-have-a-dream-speech-by-martin-luther-king-jr.pdf.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-i-have-a-dream-speech-by-martin-luther-king-jr.pdf.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-i-have-a-dream-speech-by-martin-luther-king-jr.pdf.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-multi-event-critical-analysis-.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-multi-event-critical-analysis-.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-swot-analysis.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/assessment-item-analysis/
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/assessment-item-analysis/


Quote AnalysisCritical Event Analysis

Quote AnalysisProblem and Solution

Teach Britannica 
Resources

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Teaching Tip

Encourage students 
to identify what the 
situation was like at 
the beginning and 
track how it changed 
over time, or to 
recognize conflicts and 
tensions along with 
their resolutions, to 
deepen their 
understanding of 
historical events.

The United States Constitution
This original copy of the U.S. Constitution is on display in Washington, D.C.

National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Problem and Solution questions ask students to explain, describe, and analyze a problem-solution 
relationship. Students demonstrate their ability to connect concepts and causation to understand a 
topic. With practice, students develop a deeper understanding of how events and ideas connect.
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Problem and SolutionSocial Studies 
ELA

https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/critical-event-analysis/
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-problem-and-solution.pdf


Science

Teach Britannica 
Resource

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Patterns

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

A Changing Surface
Scientists track solar activity, including sunspots, over time.

Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.
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Analyze and Interpret Data 
questions ask students to 
find meaning and patterns in 
data presented in various 
ways. Students demonstrate 
their ability to understand 
data by tabulating, graphing, 
or using statistical analysis. 
With practice, students can 
assess the meaning and 
relevance of data when 
constructing explanations 
and solving problems.

Teaching Tip

When working with data, 
guide students to read all 
labels, headings, and 
units. Then have them 
identify trends or 
patterns in the data and 
apply those observations 
as they evaluate the 
answer choices.

Analyze and Interpret Data

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-patterns.pdf


 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Claims-Evidence-Reasoning questions ask students to analyze connections among evidence, 
scientific reasoning, and claims and to evaluate examples of evidence and reasoning as support for a 
specific claim. Students demonstrate their ability to explain how evidence does or does not support 
an argument. With practice, students develop reasoning processes and can leverage evidence to 
provide and support their own claims.

Science
ELA

Teaching Tip

Remind students that 
scientific reasoning 
provides the 
connection between 
evidence and a 
scientific claim. Then 
have them identify the 
scientific reasoning 
that would connect the 
evidence to the claim 
in the question.

Teach Britannica 
Resources

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Claim, Evidence, 
Reason Web

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Changing the Flow of Water
A dam blocks the natural flow of water and affects the watershed on both 
sides of it.

© Lawrence W Stolte/Dreamstime.com

Quote AnalysisArgumentative Writing
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Claims-Evidence-Reasoning

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-claim-evidence-reason-web.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-claim-evidence-reason-web.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/argumentative-writing/


 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Science

Teaching Tip

Reinforce that 
questions based on 
scientific models might 
require interpreting an 
existing model or 
developing a new 
model of a scientific 
phenomenon. In both 
cases, understanding 
that models are 
simplified 
representations can 
help students select 
the correct response. 

Teach Britannica 
Resources

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

See, Think, Wonder

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Construct and Interpret Models questions ask students to develop and 
revise models to accurately represent scientific concepts or phenomena 
and to use existing models to analyze the parts of a system and how they 
interact. Students demonstrate their ability to identify the limitations of 
models and to use models to support explanations and predictions. With 
practice, students understand how evidence and observations lead to the 
development and revision of models that make sense of phenomena.

Quote AnalysisDraw to Understand 
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Construct and Interpret Models

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-see-think-wonder.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/draw-to-understand/


 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Science

Teach Britannica 
Resources

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

The Step-by-Step Plan

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Engineering and Design questions ask students to apply their 
understanding of scientific concepts and the engineering design 
process as they identify problems, describe criteria and constraints 
related to possible solutions, and explain how possible solutions are 
tested, modified, and optimized through iterative testing. Students 
demonstrate their ability to navigate all steps of the design process. 
With practice, students develop their design thinking skills and can 
logically approach many types of problems.

Teaching Tip

Remind students that 
questions may draw on 
their knowledge of 
specific steps in the 
design process or 
might emphasize the 
connections between 
problems and 
solutions. Taking time 
to determine the focus 
of the question can 
help students select 
the correct response.  

Developing and 
Evaluating Designs

G
R

A
PH

IC
 O

R
G

A
N

IZ
ER

S

Engineering and Design

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-the-step-by-step-plan.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-developing-and-evaluating-designs.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/graphic-organizer-developing-and-evaluating-designs.pdf


 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Science

Teach Britannica 
Resource

 © Encyclopædia Britannica © Encyclopædia Britannica

Mathematical Reasoning questions ask students to use mathematics to describe the natural 
and designed worlds. Students demonstrate their ability to use computation to analyze data 
and explain phenomena. With practice, students use mathematical reasoning to evaluate ideas, 
draw conclusions, and compare alternative design solutions.

Mathematical 
Reasoning

Calculating Speed and Velocity 
Speed is calculated by dividing distance by time. Velocity is calculated by 
dividing displacement by time.

© Lawrence W Stolte/Dreamstime.com
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Teaching Tip

Remind students that 
incorrect response 
choices are often 
based on common 
errors in calculations. 
Taking the time to 
double-check and 
assess the 
reasonableness of their 
responses can help 
students eliminate 
careless mistakes. 

Mathematical Reasoning

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/teacher-toolkit-middle-mathematical-reasoning.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/teacher-toolkit-middle-mathematical-reasoning.pdf


Cause and Effect questions 
ask students to recognize and 
explain cause-and-effect 
relationships. Students 
demonstrate their ability to 
describe, illustrate, and 
analyze causal relationships. 
With practice, students 
observe how relationships 
can help them to better 
understand topics, events, or 
concepts.

The Black Death

ELA
Science

Social Studies

Teach Britannica Resources

Multi-Event Critical 
Analysis

Vehicle Safety 
Standards

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Cause and Effect

Quote AnalysisCause and Effect

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER SKILL BUILDERS

Teaching Tip

Ask students to explain 
the mechanism of how 
the cause leads to the 
effect to move beyond 
labeling and toward 
clearer ordered 
reasoning.

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-the-black-death.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-multi-event-critical-analysis-.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-multi-event-critical-analysis-.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-vehicle-safety-standards.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-vehicle-safety-standards.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/cause-and-effect/


Odd One Out

Compare and Contrast questions require students to examine two or more ideas, 
events, or sources and identify how they are similar and different in ways that 
deepen their understanding of the topic.

Teaching Tip

Remind students that 
comparing and 
contrasting involves 
finding similarities and 
differences between 
objects or ideas.

Compare and Contrast

Three Galaxies
Each of these images shows a different kind of galaxy.

NASA/ESA/Hubble Space Telescopes Advanced Camera for Surveys (ACS), NASA Goddard; Photo illustration Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Teach Britannica 
Resources

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Comparing the News
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https://teachbritannica.com/bell-ringer/odd-one-out/
https://teachbritannica.com/bell-ringer/comparing-news/


Eugenics

Teach Britannica Resources

Standing Rock Protests

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Main Idea and Detail questions ask students to identify the main idea of a text and explain details 
that support it. Students demonstrate their ability to determine one or more central ideas in a text 
and analyze how the details help advance the expressed ideas. With practice, students develop 
their reading comprehension and deepen their topical knowledge by self-orienting within any text 
and analyzing it for understanding.

Teaching Tip

Remind students that the 
main idea will be supported 
in multiple parts of the text. 
If only one sentence fits, it’s 
probably a detail, not the 
main idea.

Quote AnalysisParaphrasingQuote AnalysisColumn Notes

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES SKILL BUILDERS

Main Idea and DetailELA
Science

Social Studies

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-euegenics.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-standing-rock-protests.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/paraphrasing/
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/column-notes/


Social Studies

Teach Britannica 
Resources

Patterns

Feudal Japan

Teaching Tip

Teach students to look 
for words that indicate 
order, such as first, 
next, then, after, and 
finally, and use those 
clues to trace the 
relationships or 
connections between 
events or items.

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

A Realization
In The Souls of Black Folk, Du Bois wrote about his realization that others saw 
him as different.

© Peter Zelei Images—Moment/Getty Images. Photo illustration Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.

Sequence and Patterns questions ask students to observe and recognize patterns. Students 
demonstrate their ability to examine the relationship between ideas in a text, such as a 
process, cycle, or series of events. With practice, students can identify and use a sequence or 
pattern to analyze complex relationships.
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Sequence and PatternsELA
Science

Social Studies

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/go-patterns.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-feudal-japan.pdf


Summarize and Synthesize questions ask students to condense and retell the most important 
information and, possibly, to combine ideas. Students demonstrate their ability to take multiple 
thinking steps and to scaffold their thinking around multiple sources and points of data. With 
practice, students build the scientific knowledge to extract evidence and critique arguments.

Muscle Tissue
Skeletal muscles are made of bundles of muscle fibers.

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

Teach Britannica 
Resources

Sean Sherman

 © Encyclopædia Britannica
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Teaching Tip

Remind students that the 
skill of summarizing 
information is used when 
analyzing text as well as 
with diagrams, images, 
charts, and graphs.

Quote AnalysisSix-Word Summary
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Social Studies

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-sean-sherman.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/six-word-summary-2/


Teach Britannica Resources

The Ghana Empire

 © Encyclopædia Britannica

Teaching Tip

Remind students that 
many words have 
several meanings. The 
correct meaning often 
can be determined by 
reading the word in 
context.

Use Vocabulary questions 
ask students to determine 
the meaning of 
domain-specific words or 
phrases using context clues. 
Students demonstrate their 
ability to navigate the 
scientific and technical 
vocabulary in scientific texts. 
With practice, students can 
read, understand, and use 
appropriate terminology in 
scientific discussions and 
writing.

Quote Analysis
Collaborative 
Vocabulary Exploration Quote AnalysisMini GlossaryQuote AnalysisLinked Words

SKILL BUILDER INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

Use Vocabulary ELA
Science

Social Studies

https://teachbritannica.com/wp-content/uploads/sb-ghana-empire.pdf
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/collaborative-vocabulary-exploration/
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/collaborative-vocabulary-exploration/
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/mini-glossary/
https://teachbritannica.com/instructional-strategy/linked-words/
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